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Failed Deyr rains, the second consecutive season of below normal rains, are leading to a rapid and
alarming deterioration in food security throughout southern Somalia. Pastoralists in Gedo and the
northern parts of Juba already face a critical food security situation and are at high risk of Acute
Food and Livelihood Crisis)RUSRSXODWLRQVDOUHDG\FODVVL¿HGLQDFKURQLFVWDWHRIHumanitarian
Emergency in Gedo and Juba, the effect of a deteriorating food security is already evident in
LQFUHDVLQJOHYHOVRIPDOQXWULWLRQ±LQSRSXODWLRQVZKHUHPDOQXWULWLRQUDWHVDUHDOUHDG\VLJQL¿FDQWO\
above acceptable international levels (see page 2). Other regions in the south face the same problems
of poor pasture, limited water and poor crop harvests due to two seasons of below normal rainfall and
their food security situation will continue to deteriorate in the coming months with the onset of the
long Jilaal season (Jan.-March).
Total annual cereal production is expected to be the lowest in a decade, leading to an overall shortfall in
annual cereal supply (see FSAU Monthly Report November 2005). Access to food will be considerably
worse given that cereal prices are expected to increase, while income opportunities will be limited and
terms of trade will deteriorate over the next four months.
In a worst case scenario, poor crop production and rangeland conditions, combined with the potential for
LQFUHDVHGFLYLOLQVHFXULW\ZRXOGOHDGWRDVLJQL¿FDQWSDUWRISouthern Somalia rapidly deteriorating
into a major Humanitarian Emergency. Even without increased civil insecurity, the food security
of a large proportion of the population will continue to decline over the coming long Jilaal season
(Jan.-March), with limited potential for improvement until the next Gu rains (April/May 2006).
Implications for Action:
• Immediate livelihood support interventions for pastoralists at high risk of Acute Food and
Livelihood Crisis in Gedo and Juba regions (see Map 3)
• Increased humanitarian assistance to support basic needs of populations in Humanitarian
Emergency in Gedo and Juba regions (see Map 3)
• Stepped-up efforts at peace and reconciliationWRSUHYHQWRUPLWLJDWHZLGHVSUHDGFRQÀLFWZKLFK
would be the trigger factor leading to a major Humanitarian Emergency in Southern Somalia.
• Contingency Planning for a major Humanitarian Emergency throughout Southern Somalia
• 3UHSRVLWLRQLQJRIGRQRUVXSSRUWWRUHVSRQGDFFRUGLQJWRDVVHVVPHQW¿QGLQJVRIWKH)6$8 
Partners’ Expanded Deyr Assessment in Southern and Central Somalia. (Results will be released
second week of January 2006.)
Livelihood Recovery in Northern Regions Jeapordized by Pockets of Poor Rainfall
Although Deyr rains have been generally good throughout the North, there are pockets of areas
(particularly in Eastern Sanaag, Northern Bari, and parts of Toghdeer) with severe water shortages.
The livelihood destruction of the previous drought limits pastoralists’ coping options (e.g., lack of
SDFNFDPHOV¿QDQFLDOVWUHVVGXHWRRXWVWDQGLQJORDQVOLPLWHGFDSDFLW\IRUVRFLDOVXSSRUW $VVXFK
there is an urgent need to continue to support livelihood recovery in general throughout the North, and
in particular in the pockets of water stress.
Civil Insecurity
The deteriorating food security situation throughout southern Somalia has the potential to lead to
LQFUHDVHGORFDOL]HGFRQÀLFWRYHUDFFHVVDQGULJKWVWROLPLWHGUHVRXUFHVVXFKDVSDVWXUHDQGZDWHULQ
WKLVZD\FRQÀLFWFDQEHERWKDFDXVHDQGHIIHFWRIIRRGLQVHFXULW\7KHULVNIRULQFUHDVHGUHVRXUFH
EDVHG FRQÀLFW ZLOO LQFUHDVH LQ WKH FRPLQJ ZHHNV DV UHVRXUFHV EHFRPH VFDUFH GXULQJ WKH ORQJ GU\
harsh Jilaal season (Jan.-March). Although there have been general improvements in the security in
some areas, the security situation has deteriorated in others. Security incidents and increased tensions
are restricting access for the humanitarian community and will compound existing humanitarian
problems.
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Gu rains are below
normal in most parts
of Southern Somalia
resulting in the lowest cereal production
in the last decade.

Deteriorating
food and livelihood conditions
in Southern
Somalia.

Deyr rains fail
in most parts
of Southern
Somalia.

Early warning of high
risk of Acute Food and
Livelihood Insecurity in
pastoral areas in Gedo
& Juba regions.

Somalia Seasonal Timeline & Key Events
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Climate
The Deyr rains failed in most of
southern and central Somalia. Rains
started late in most of the southern
DJULFXOWXUDOUHJLRQVZHUHVLJQL¿FDQWO\
below normal and poorly distributed
geographically and over time.

Map 2: Percent of Normal Rainfall for Oct
– Nov 05

Source: FEWS NET/USGS

In Juba Valley three days of heavy, but localized rainfall in the hinterland around Hagar, Afmadow and
Badhadhe district (Lower Juba Region) replenished water catchments and eased water problems among
pastoral communities, but had little impact on pasture re-growth.
In comparison, in general key northern pastoral areas in Sool, parts of Sanaag, Togdheer and Nugaal regions
received good rains which improved water and pasture resources. However pocket in eastern Sanaag, parts of
Togdheer and Bari regions received below normal rains.

Nutrition
In Northern Gedo, the effect of deteriorating Figure 1:Trend in Monthly TFC Admissions, Belet Hawa (Gedo)
food security is already evident in increasing
levels of malnutrition in the population in
Belet Haw a TFC Monthly Admissions
DQGDURXQG%HOHW+DZD,QWHQVL¿HGQXWULWLRQ
surveillance and MCH data show an increase
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The nutrition situation among the Juba
riverine population is still very poor despite
improved food availability from the offseason production and recent food aid. A
nutrition assessment in both the riverine and agro-pastoral population is underway.
De

markets - nutrition - climate

6DWHOOLWH LPDJHU\ VKRZV DQG ¿HOG
UHSRUWV FRQ¿UP WKDW ZLWK WKH
exception of parts of Juba Valley, the
entire southern agricultural regions
and, parts of central Somalia received
less than 100mm of cumulative
rainfall for the period Oct-November
(Map 1). Comparison between actual
and normal rainfall for this time of
the year shows that rains thus far
received are less than 40% of the
normal rainfall (Map 2).

Map 1: Cumulative rainfall (mm)
for Oct – Nov, 05

$QLQWHQVL¿HGQXWULWLRQVXUYHLOODQFHV\VWHPLVQRZLQSODFHWRPRQLWRUWKHXQIROGLQJVLWXDWLRQLQ%D\%DNRRO
Gedo, Galgadud and South Mudug. The northern part of Somalia shows progressive recovery in the wellbeing
of the population with the exception of the destitute families and the internally displaced/returnee populations
who are yet to be integrated with the rest of the populations. A rapid assessment recorded a total malnutrition
level of 15% among displaced persons in Burao (Oct 2005). Among displaced persons in Bosasso the proportion
of the malnourished children recorded in the screening activities is still high. Full reports and further details
available at FSAU.
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Agriculture (Northwest)
Unlike the Gu and Deyr ’05 crop production in the Southern Somalia, last months Gu/Karan ’05 cereal
harvest in the northwest was exceptionally good. The performance of the Gu/Karan ‘05 rains in the
northwest was above normal leading to a bumper cereal harvest last month (November), as well as
improved pasture and water availability. Approximately 27,000mt of cereals were harvested (82% and
 RI VRUJKXP DQG PDL]H UHVSHFWLYHO\  LQ WKH QRUWKZHVW WKLV FXUUHQW VHDVRQ 7KLV SURGXFWLRQ ¿JXUH
is the second highest achieved for the last seven years, or 150% of PWA for the area. This is due to a
combination of factors including timely and evenly distributed rainfall and substantial assistance received
by the small farmers from International Fund for Agricultural Development.
In the Northwest, unlike the Southern bimodal cropping pattern, there is only one main cropping season in
the North (Gu/Karan), which is from May-October. The northwest cereal production, although important
for the north, only constitutes 5-10% of the annual cereal production of the country.

Livestock
The food security situation of pastoralists in Gedo and parts of Juba Valley continues to deteriorate and
the worst affected in this region are at high risk of Acute Food and Livelihood Crisis. There is a serious
shortage of water and pasture in key grazing areas, in most of Gedo region and parts of Middle Juba (Salagle).
Livestock conditions, especially cattle, are deteriorating at an alarming rate. Pastoralists continue to migrate
towards riverine areas due to rain failure with increasing localized resource incidents between farmers and
KHUGHUVZKLFKKDVWKHSRWHQWLDOWROHDGWRUHVRXUFHEDVHGFRQÀLFWV$QXPEHURILQFLGHQWVKDYHDOUHDG\EHHQ
reported in southern Gedo. Livestock production and prices are dramatically reduced. Compared to January
this year and, the same month last year, prices of cattle in Bardhere dropped by 66% and 34% respectively.
Terms of trade between cereals and livestock has dropped by similar proportions.
In Afmadow, Hagar and Badhadhe district (Lower Juba), a few days of heavy rains improved water access in
the hinterland, prompting migration of livestock from riverine areas. However, due to the high concentration
of animals, available water and pasture resources may not last long and the situation will worsen during the
forthcoming long dry Jilaal season (January-March).
In Shabelle Valley, livestock condition largely remains normal while in Bay, Bakool and Hiran Regions,
SDVWRUDOLVWVDUHXQGHUVWUHVV,QFHQWUDOUHJLRQVUHQHZHGFODQFRQÀLFWLQ+RE\RGLVWULFWLVSRVLQJDPDMRUWKUHDW
to the livelihoods of pastoral communities, especially those already affected by acute food and livelihood
crisis.
In the Northern Regions, livestock condition is generally improving. Renewed pasture and water sources in
most areas have improved livestock production. Camel calving rates are high, leading to increased availability
of milk and ghee. Parts of eastern Sanaag, Togdheer and Bari regions, however, have experienced severe rain
failure, which, combined with non-operating boreholes in Hingalool, Armale, Ceel Buuh, and Baragahaqol,
has led to severe water shortages. Water prices are increasing dramatically. The limited availability of pack
camels is constraining the migration coping strategies and leading to high costs of transport.
,PSURYHGRYHUDOOOLYHVWRFNFRQGLWLRQVFRPELQHGZLWKVHDVRQDOGHPDQG +DMM IRUVKRDWV VKHHSDQGJRDWV 
has led to increased exports as compared to this time last year. A total of 260,318 of sheep and goats where
exported through Berbera and Bosasso ports, a decline of 75,678 heads from last month (following the peak
PDUNHWLQJVHDVRQIRUWKH+DMM 2IWKLVWRWDOZKHUHH[SRUWHGWKURXJK%RVDVVRDQGWKURXJK
Berbera.

3

agriculture - livestock - nutrition

The above normal Gu/Karan production in the northwest and the overall good performance of the rainy
season in this region has improved the food security situation in the Northwest. Increased availability of
staple food in the markets and high livestock and fodder prices will improve terms of trade for the agropastoral communities in Somaliland. In addition to cereals, farmers also grow cash crops (water melon,
WRPDWRHVFRZSHDRQLRQ ZKLFKSHUIRUPHGZHOO$OORIWKHVHDUHH[SHFWHGWRFRQWULEXWHVLJQL¿FDQWO\WR
the household food and income sources.

)6$86RPDOLD)RRG6HFXULW\DQG1XWULWLRQ0RQWKO\%ULHI'HFHPEHU

0DS,QWHJUDWHG)RRG6HFXULW\3KDVH&ODVVL¿FDWLRQ

.H\,PPHGLDWH&DXVHV
a Drought
b Freezing Temperatures
c Flooding
d Tsunami
e Civil Insecurity
f Market Disruptions
g Disease Outbreaks
.H\8QGHUO\LQJ&DXVHV
$3RVW6WDWH&RQÀLFW
a, b, c, d, e, f

B Environmental egradation
C Social Marginalization

A,B
230,000
1,2,3,5

(VWLPDWHG3RSXODWLRQLQ
3KDVHDQGRU
# rounded to nearest 10,000

***

'H¿QLQJ&KDUDFWHULVWLFVRI
3RSLQ3KDVHDQGRU
e

1 Geographic location
2 Livelihood system

A

3 Wealth group
4 Ethnicity

10,000
1,2,3

SKDVHFODVVL¿FDWLRQ

5 Gender

**

a, e

&RQ¿GHQFH/HYHO
*
Low
** Medium
*** High

A,B
60,000
1,2,3
**

e,e
A
110,000
1 Famine

1,2,3

2 Humanitarian Emergency

***

3 Acute Food and Livelihood Crisis
4 Alert
5 Chronic Food Insecurity
6 Generally Food Secure
Early warning

High risk

e
e,e

94,000

A, B, C

1,3

140,000

***

Moderate risk

Areas with IDP concentrations

A

Sustained Phase 2 or 3yrs

7UHQGV

1,2,3,4

Improving Situation

***
Notes:
1. Areas denoted as Humanitarian Emergency may also include
populations in Livelihood Crisis
2. Estimated populations in HE and AFLC do not include IDP estimates.
3. For explanations of categories see, http://www.fsausomali.org

No Cnage or Uncertain
Worsening

FSAU with partners are currently conducting an Expanded Deyr Pastoral and Crop Establishment Assessment
throughout southern and central Somalia, as well as a pastoral assessment in the north.
Following is a timeline with key events:
11 December 2005
14 - 27 December 2005
17-19 December
31 December 2005
4 - 8 January 2006
16 January 2006
31 January 2006

– Regional Assessment Planning Meetings in Merca, Buale, Beletweyne, Hudur, Garowe & Hargeisa
– Fieldwork in Shabelle Valley, Juba Valley, Central, Southwest, Northwest and Northeast regions
– Micronutrient training in Hargeisa, FSAU
– Regional Analysis Meetings in Merca, Buale, Beletweyne, Hudur, Garowe and Hargeisa
– All Team Assessment Analysis Workshop in Hargeisa
±3UHOLPLQDU\¿QGLQJVWREHVKDUHGDW6SHFLDO0HHWLQJRIWKH6$&%)65'
– Release of FSAU Technical Series Report of Post Deyr Assessment Analysis

United Nations

Technical &
Managerial Support

World Food
Programme

Funding Agencies

Technical Partners
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